
Figure 21: Sample Appeal Letter
October 6th, 2011

<fname><lname>
<add>
<secln>
<city><st><zip>

Dear <sal>,

We are facing a crisis in Bennett County. Last month in our county alone, twenty women's lives were taken by 
domestic violence.  Because of your past support of the Bennett County Women's Shelter, we knew that you'd be 
concerned, and that you'd want to help. 

The Bennett County Women's Shelter was ready and able to help Sara Quinn. She made an appointment with us for 
September 20th.  Unfortunately, Sarah did not get to keep her appointment. Sara’s boyfriend murdered her in the 
break room of her workplace on September 16th before taking his own life.   

As the news stories of murder-suicides dominated the headlines last month, calls to our crisis line tripled.  Over the 
course of September, one hundred people showed up for an initial counseling session.  Why the dramatic increase? 
One survivor said she watched the news and said: “This could have been me.”

National statistics tell us that four people are murdered each day in the United States by their intimate partner.  But, 
never before has our local community been shattered by the loss of so many lives.  Never have we recognized so many 
faces on the news.  

Why have there been so many domestic violence murders in Bennett County? 
Short answer: The economic downturn. 

Long answer: There are more barriers to survivors leaving their abusers. The greater Wilshire area has almost 35% 
unemployment.  In these unstable economic times, could they risk supporting the children on their own?  Could they 
find another job, if they knew their abuser could find them at their old job?  Could they find affordable housing?  Of the 
200 survivors that we sheltered this past year, they were in greater need than ever before.  One woman lived in her 
car for a month before a safe and confidential space opened up.  One woman lived on the streets until a space 
opened, with her two children under the age of five.  

        
What can you do about the increase in domestic violence in our community?
You can do a lot. Not only can you volunteer, attend a vigil for Sara on October 21st, come to our dinner for Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month on October 29th, and schedule a 5 minute  presentation at your office, you can donate 
twice your annual amount today. We realize that this amount may be a stretch right now, but right now the need is 
greater than ever before. Thanks to generous people like you, we believe that despite the hard economic times, 
supporters will answer our call and help us continue to provide our desperately needed services to the community. 
With your increased gift, our services will not only continue to help those in crisis, but help educate the entire 
community about how to empower one another to have safe and healthy relationships.  We know that you want to 
be part of the legacy of building a safe and healthy community. Please, give generously today.

This year, we used 85% of your donations for direct services such as:  
Answering 6,000 crisis line calls, 
Assisting 400 people in getting restraining orders at the Bennett County Courthouse, 
Presenting to over 1,200 high school students about healthy relationships.



With violence in the community increasing and available funds decreasing, 2011 was a tough year.  However, for some, 
it will go on record as a year of hope.  Sharonia, pregnant, fled to North Carolina and Bennett County Women's 
Shelter with three children in her arms.  This fall at shelter she gave birth to her new son, and shared this with us:

“Because of Bennett County Women's Shelter, my son Tyrone will never experience the abuse that we felt.  Tyrone’s 
future is filled with bright dreams and opportunities for laughter, hope and victory.”                                    –Sharonia

You can help stop domestic violence for good. We are counting on your support.  Please send your gift today in the 
enclosed envelope.  Thank you for your support of our mission to empower survivors and educate the community to 
prevent domestic violence.  Together we will build a safer and healthier Bennett County.

Sincerely,

Fatima Massoa, PhD.
CEO

All contributions to XYZ nonprofit are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
No goods or services were furnished for your donation.
Tax ID #93-00000000.


